[Gastrointestinal bleeding after treatment with ticagrelor].
Ticagrelor is a reversible inhibitor of platelet-aggregation, and is used instead of clopidogrel in the treatment of acute coronary syndrome (ACS). Ticagrelor has documented better outcomes as shown in the PLATO-study, when compared to clopidogrel. However, more major non-CABG bleedings are observed with ticagrelor. Treatment of ACS with platelet-inhibitors is the standard, but there is no antidote for ticagrelor or clopidogrel, making haemostasis problematic in the case of a major bleeding. The following case describes a 76-year-old woman, who after admission for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and ACS, was treated with ticagrelor and developed a major gastrointestinal bleeding.